92                               DELESSEPS
writes   of   it    in    a    letter    to    Ruyssenaers    dated
September I5th, 1854.
" I was busy with my masons and carpenters, who
are building an additional storey to the old manor-
house of Agnes Sorel, when the postman appeared
in the courtyard with the Paris letters. They were
handed up to me by the workmen, and what was
my surprise to learn of the death of Abbas Pasha,
and the accession to power of our early friend, the
intelligent and sympathetic Mohammed Said! I
at once came down from the building, and lost not
an hour in writing to the new Viceroy to congratulate
him on his accession. I reminded him that the course
of political events had left me idle, and that I should
take advantage of my liberty to go and present him
my homage, if he would let me know the time of his
return from Constantinople, where he was to go for
investiture.
" He replied at once, and fixed the beginning of
November for me to meet him at Alexandria. I wish
you to be one of the first to know that I shall be
punctual in arrival. What a pleasure it will be to
meet again upon the soil of Egypt, where we first
came together! Do not say a word about the
piercing of the isthmus before I arrive."
New hope, new vitality, filled De Lesseps3 being, and
restored to him much of his youthful ardour and
enthusiasm. With almost boyish haste he set about
his preparations for departure, and by the end of
October he was on board the Messageries steamer